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When we talk about transboundary
environment challenges what
comes to mind is the ASEAN
Agreement on Transboundary Haze
Polluion signed on June10, 2002 in
Kuala Lumpur. It entered into force
on November 10, 2003 and was
ratified by the Philipppines on
December 8, 2006.



The objective of the ASEAN
agreement on Transboundary Haze
Pollution is to prevent and monitor
transboundary haze pollution as a
result of land and/or forest fires, which
should be mitigated, through
concerted national efforts and
intensified regional and international
cooperation. These should be
pursued in the overall context of
sustanble development and in
accordance with the provisions of the
Agreement.



Member states who are signatories to the
agreement undertake to monitor fires and
to take action in putting out the fires.
Measures must also be set in place to
prevent and control activities related to the
fires. In addition to preventive
mechanisms, member states must also
ensure that resources are also available to
mitigate impacts and to communicate data
on fire prone areas.



Member states may also request
assistance from other member states
in the event of fires and haze
pollution and are also obligated to
extend their assistance when their
assistance is required. Lastly,
members states must develop
strategies and response plans to
identify, manage and control risks to
human health and the environment
arising from land and/or forest fires
and the resulting haze pollution.



The Convention Body created by this
Agreement is the ASEAN Coordinating
Center for Transboundary Haze
Pollution Control. It is mandated to
mediate cooperation and coordination
in the management of fire land and
forest fire impact, especially haze
pollution Among others, it facilitates
the enforcement of the ASEAN
Cooperation Plan on Transboundary
Pollution and the Regional Haze
Action Plan.



Even before the Philippines ratified the
ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary
Haze Pollution, the Philippine Clean Air
Act of 1999 (RA 8749) already came
into force. The law promotes the need
for a clean habitat and environment by
providing for an integrated air quality
improvement framework.



This framework is designed to put into
action a management and control
program aimed at reducing emissions
and preventing air pollution. The Clean
Air Act also provides for an air quality
control action plan, which includes
adoption of methods, systems and
measures that shall ensure air quality
control. This is in consonance with
Chapters 3 and 5 of the ASEAN
Agreement on the Conservation of
Nature and Natural Resources.



Incidentally, according to reports, the
forest fires in Indonesia which started late
this year destroyed two million hectares of
forest land and released 1.75 tons of
greenhouse gases, and the economic and
health losses are estimated at US$47 billion.

A complex network of economic interests
drives the fires. Environmentalists often
blame plantation owners. Plantation owners
tend to blame the locals. Thus, the situation
embodies the tug of war between economic
interests and environmental priorities that
have for years bedeviled attempts to arrive
at a global climate accord.


