
 

TOPICS PROPOSED FOR THE AGENDA FOR THE FOURTH ASEAN CHIEF JUSTICES’ 
ROUNDTABLE ON ENVIRONMENT 

AS AGREED AT THE FIRST ASEAN JUDICIAL WORKING GROUP MEETING 
 
Set out below are the proposals from each ASEAN country representative/focal point to the First 
ASEAN Judicial Working Group on Environment meeting for inclusion in the Fourth ASEAN 
Chief Justices’ Roundtable on Environment Agenda. 
 
A. Cambodia. Justice Kim Sathavy suggested: 

1. inviting representatives from other national agencies and communities to 
contribute to environmental preservation and all the causes that the ASEAN 
judiciaries are concerned with; 

2. discussing ways of preventing people from committing environmental crimes and 
offenses; and 

3. coordinating with the heads of the legislative and executive branches of 
government to discuss how to deal with environmental problems. 

 
B. Indonesia. Justice Takdir Rahmadi supported the topics proposed by the other 

representatives and added the following: 
1. cases relating to deforestation as a result of burning or illegal logging; and 
2. strategic litigation against public participation in relation to the environment. 

 
C. Lao People’s Democratic Republic. Judge Somsack Taybounlack would present on 

how to deal with challenges in biodiversity and illegal wildlife cases. He would also like to 
hear more information about the participation of law enforcement agencies in 
environmental law enforcement (examples of cases from other ASEAN courts on the 
implementation of environmental laws). 

 
D. Malaysia. Chief Judge Malanjum suggested discussing: 

1. endangered species, the illegal wildlife trade, laws to protect endangered 
species, and law enforcement; 

2. environmental protection ensuring the balance between justice and economic 
development; and 

3. indigenous people’s rights and environmental protection. 
 
E. Union of Myanmar. Justice Aye Aye Hlaing would be interested in the following: 

1. presenting on the judicial commitment and implementation on environmental 
issues in Myanmar; 

2. learning from the experiences of other countries on environmental law and 
enforcements; and 

3. capacity building for judges in other countries. 
 
F. Philippines. Justice Oscar V. Badelles supported Indonesia’s suggestion to have 

environmental twinning programs between ASEAN nations and will communicate with 
ADB which topics they would like to discuss. 

 
G. Thailand. Justice Winai Ruangsri expressed interest in presenting on public land 

encroachment, criminal and civil action against public land encroachment, and 
deforestation. 

 
 



 

H. Viet Nam. Deputy Chief Justice Bui Ngoc Hoa suggested discussing: 
1. environmental challenges as an introduction session; 
2. environmental cases covering the right to litigation and gather evidence and 

assess damages, the application of ad hoc methods, environmental mediation, 
and enforcement of decisions rendered in these cases; and 

3. cooperation among the ASEAN courts, specifically (i) how to enhance 
cooperation among the ASEAN judiciaries with respect to specialized 
environmental training; (ii) the preparation of a benchbook containing 
environmental cases, specifically guidelines on adjudicating environmental cases 


