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Session 1: ASEAN Judiciaries Cooperation on the  Environment  - The Jakarta Common 
Vision and Proposed Hanoi Plan of Action 

 
 

REPORT OF THE SUPREME PEOPLE’S COURT OF VIETNAM 
on the first ASEAN Working Group Meeting on Environment 

 

His Excellency Chief Justices, 

Judges and distinguished guests, 

In the 15 to 16 September 2014, the Supreme People's Court, in collaboration 
with the Asian Development Bank (ADB) has organized the first ASEAN 
Working Group Meeting on Environment with participants coming from the 
judiciaries of Vietnam, Cambodia, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Thailand and the Philippines. 

 
As agreed at the previous ASEAN Chief Justices’ Roundtable on 
Environment, ASEAN Working Group on Environment shall be a forum for 
ASEAN judiciaries to share information and experiences in environmental 
protection in general and deciding environmental disputes in particular. This is 
the first meeting of ASEAN Working Group aiming at harmonizing and 
finalizing expectations and suggestions of ASEAN judiciaries on the topics to 
be disscussed at the fourth ASEAN Chief Justices’ Roundtable. 

The first ASEAN Working Group Meeting on Environment has focused on 
the following topics:  

I. Discussion of program of the fourth ASEAN Chief Justices’ s 
Roundtable on Environment 

1. The topics included in the agenda of the fourth ASEAN Chief Justices’ 
Roundtable on Environment have well reflected the suggestions and 
recommendations of representatives from ASEAN judiciaries attending the 
first ASEAN Judicial Working Group Meeting on Environment.  
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The two main groups of topics proposed include (1) common environmental 
challenges and the cooperation of ASEAN judiciaries in environmental 
protection and (2) a number of environmental issues such as balancing the 
rights of indigenous people and environmental protection; illegal logging and 
deforestation, timber trafficking and trade; illegal wildlife crime, trafficking 
and trade; updates on judicial environmental institutions: courts, rules and 
access to environmental justice; the judiciary, the executive and environmental 
protection; assessment of damages in environmental cases; and environmental 
institutional reforms and training institutes. 
2. It was agreed at the first ASEAN Judicial Working Group Meeting that 

Jakarta Common Vision Statement is a guidance document, at least up to 

2020. The meeting also calls for an Action Plan, which had been required 

since the first Roundtable but somehow has not yet been drafted, to implement 

Jakarta Common Vision Statement. The meeting has agreed on the proposals 

to be included in the draft Hanoi Action Plan to implement the Jakarta 

Statement. 

Delegates attending the meeting also discussed the operation mechanism of 

the Working Group to ensure the efficiency and strengthen quality of the 

activities conducted by the Working Group. 

At the meeting of the ASEAN group of environmental judges first proposed 

meeting between the period of the meeting should be held in person or online 

midterm to assess progress of implementation of commitments of the conference, as 

well as organizations official twinning programs on the environment. 

It was proposed by the Meeting that there should be mid-term meeting or online 

video conference between the two Roundtables to assess the implementation 

process by each judiciary as well as for other cooperation programs on environment. 

II. The cooperation of ASEAN judiciaries 

At the first Meeting of ASEAN Judicial Working Group on Environment, a number 
of proposals have been made to promote the implementation of Jakarta Common 
Vision Statement as follow: 
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1. Establishment of National Judicial Working Group on Environment. 

Delegates agreed that in those judiciaries where there has not been National Judicial 

Working Group on Environment, it should be established prior to the Fourth 

Roundtable. A chair of any National Judicial Working Group should be appointed. 

Members of the group are justices of the Supreme Courts and/or Chief Judges of 

provincial courts. 

2. Sharing information on AJNE Website 

Delegates suggest that ASEAN judiciaries should share environmental laws and 

significant environmental jurisprudence on the AJNE Website. 

3. Organizing seminars/training courses for ASEAN judges 

It was agreed at the first Meeting that there is a need to organize joint seminars for 
members of working groups. Such seminars shall be organized at regional and sub-
regional levels depending on practical needs. There are also other activities 
proposed including organizing study tours and developing a manual on 
environmental adjudication as a tool to assist judges in deciding environmental 
disputes. 
 
III. Hanoi Action Plan 
 
Representatives of ASEAN judiciaries attending the meeting have proposed and 
discussed the draft Hanoi Action Plan to implement Jakarta Common Vision 
Statement. I shall not present in details this Action Plan since it shall be discussed in 
the final session of the Roundtable. 
 
Thus, in only two days of the meeting in 15th and 16th September 2014, the first 
ASEAN Judicial Working Group Meeting has discussed three main issues including 
(1) the proposed agenda for the fourth Roundtable, (2) the cooperation of ASEAN 
judiciaries, and (3) the draft Hanoi Action Plan. We believe that the discussions and 
proposals of the meeting have well reflected expectations of each judiciary and 
made significant contribution to the success of the fourth Roundtable. 
 
 
Thanks for your attention. /. 


